
Saeed Parker – Regional Manager
Thursday   – November 13, 2025

WELCOME

Members & Community of
NORTH SAN DIEGO BUSINESS CHAMBER

for
a Webinar Presentation on

“Essence of Italy” May 27 – and
“Ecuador Adventure”  September 2, 2026 - from San Diego

Saeed Parker
Chris Thorne



ObjectiveTo present the “Essence of Italy: Rome, Tuscany, Lake Como 
& Venice” tour so that the patrons learn its features, know 
the facts and book a fascinating tour at an excellent price

Objective



Topics Presented

Italy – Facts & knowledge

Tour Highlights, Inclusions and Exclusion

Day 1 to 11 – Brief Narration of “Essence of Italy: Rome, 

Tuscany, Lake Como & Venice” Tour



Interesting Facts 
• Italy is famous for: rich culture, cuisine, history, fashion, art, 
beautiful coastline, beaches, mountains, ancient monuments & 58 
World Heritage Sites more than any other country

 The Colosseum, Florence Duomo, Grand Canal Venice, 
Pisa Tower, Vatican City, Uffizi Gallery, Cinque Terre, Lake 
Como, Pantheon, Verona’s Roman Arena, Trevi Fountain, 
Amalfi Coast, St. Mark’s Basilica, Pompei, Milan Duomo, 
Valley of Temples, Rialto Bridge, Capri, and San Vitale & 
Byzantine Mosaics are all in Italy

 Rome is more than 2000 years old
 Ferrari, Barilla, Gucci, Prada, Armani, Versace, 

Lamborghini, Fiat, Ducati, & Nutella are some of the 
brands

 Top wine producer
 Milan is one of the fashion capital of the world
 17,222,400 Italian Americans live in the US
 Birthplace of Fibonacci, Galileo, Michelangelo, Leonardo 

Da Vinci, Brunelleschi, Botticelli, Giotto, & Masaccio
 Gladiator, Hannibal, Quantum of Solace, Twilight New 

Moon & 24 other major Hollywood movies were shot 
here

 More than 900 churches in Rome alone



Our Featured Product



• International roundtrip flights 
from San Diego
• 9 Nights in the listed or similar 
superior hotels
• 2nd class roundtrip train tickets 
Montecatini –Florence –
Montecatini
• Daily breakfast at the hotel
• Welcome and farewell dinners 
(4-course meals in Rome & 
Venice)
• Long-term earphone rental for 
guided tours

• All guided tours as per itinerary
• Full-time English-speaking tour 
escort
• Deluxe private coach and boat 
transfers as specified
• Porterage service in Venice
• Entrance fees to:
 Vatican Museums
 Sistine Chapel
 Villa Carlotta (Tremezzo)
• Gondola ride in Venice
• All taxes, except city tax

Included



Highlights
• Visit the Vatican Museums, Sistine Chapel, 
and St. Peter’s Basilica with a licensed guide
• Discover the best of Baroque Rome: Trevi 
Fountain, Pantheon, Piazza Navona
• Enjoy a full-day guided tour of Florence, 
including the Cathedral and Piazza della 
Signoria
• Explore medieval Siena and San Gimignano, 
with wine and oil tasting in Chianti
• Cruise across Lake Como with visits to 
Tremezzo, Varenna, and Bellagio
• Tour the romantic city of Verona, including 
Juliet’s Balcony and the Roman Arena
• Take a guided walk in Venice and ride a 
traditional gondola through its canals



The Flight - Day 1

Fly from San Diego to Rome – Tentative Flights
Flight will be fixed 120 days before departure OR when bookings come thru

standard full-service airline; direct or connecting flight

1  LH 467 / 27MAY SAN-MUC - 1715 1320
2  LH 1870 / 28MAY MUC-ROM - 1640 1815
3  EN 8201 / 06JUN VCE-MUC - 0955 1100
4  LH 466 / 06JUN MUC-SAN - 1245 1525



SAN DIEGO - ROME

The Tour
Day 2

• Rome Arrival
• Received by our representative
• Transfer & check-in at your hotel
• Relax, rest of the day at leisure



Cristoforo Colombo Hotel – Rome
2 nights – Day 2 & 3



Optional Tour Day 6
Visit Greve in Chianti for a tasting of fine regional wines

Vatican Museum Sistine Chapel St Peter’s Basilica

Baroque Rome

Pantheon

Piazza Navona

Trastevere district

The Tour - Day 3
VATICAN & BAROQUE ROME



The Tour - Day 3
Fascinating Sites of Rome



Fountain of the Nayads Trevi Fountain Marcus Aurelius Column

The Palazzo Montecitorio The Pantheon Palazzo Madama 

The Tour - Day 3
Fascinating Sites of Rome



Lazio Tuscany

Montecatini Terme Local Café in  Montecatini 

The Tour - Day 4
ROME TO MONTECATINI TERME



Hotel Cettentrionale – Montecatini Terme
3 Nights – Day 4, 5 & 6



Florence Train Station 

Florence Santa Maria del Fiore 

Baptistery’s bronze doorsPiazza della Signoria Ponte Vecchio 

The Tour
Day 2

The Tour - Day 5
FLORENCE EXCURSION BY TRAIN



Medieval city of Siena
Striped Cathedral

Piazza del Campo
palazzi of noble familiesSan Gimignano

The Tour
Day 2

The Tour - Day 6
Day Trip - SIENA, SAN GIMIGNANO & CHIANTI 



Optional Tour - Day 6
Visit Greve in Chianti – Taste Fine Regional Wines $50 p/p



Lake Como Tremezzo

Tremezzo Grand Hotel lakeside aperitivo in Tremezzo

The Tour - Day 7
MONTECATINI TO LAKE COMO VIA MODENA 



Hotel Centrale – Chernobbio (Lake Como)
2 Nights – Day 7 & 8



Villa del Balbianello



Modena

The Tour
Day 2

Optional Tour - Day 7
Visit Historic Acetaia Malpigh – Traditional Balsamic Vinegar $40 p/p



Lake Como

Varenna

lakeside pathways

Bellagio
botanical gardens

boutique shops

stair-step alley

lakeside cafés

Modena to visit historic Acetaia Malpigh – Traditional Balsamic Vinegar

The Tour - Day 8
LAKE COMO EXCURSION 

BY BOAT



Lombardy

Verona

Arena Juliet’s balcony

Piazza delle Erbehistoric center

The Tour
Day 2

The Tour - Day 9
TREMEZZO TO VENICE VIA VERONA



Hotel Carlton on the Grand Canal (Venice)
2 Nights – Day 9 & 10



Venice

St. Mark’s Square

St. Mark's Basilica

Gondola ride

The Tour
Day 2

The Tour - Day 10
VENICE



Venice Marco Polo Airport

San Diego International Airport

The Tour - Day 11
VENICE – SAN DIEGO

Transfer to Venice Marco Polo Airport 
for your flight back home



What did we cover?
635 Miles

10.45 Hours if drove non-stop
Longest is 3.4 hr from Montecatini to 

Lake Como

Essence of Italy: Rome, Tuscany, Lake Como & Venice
with North San Diego Business Chamber

Rome:        2 Nights
Montecatini Terme: 2 Nights
Chernobbio (Lake Como):  2 Nights
Venice:     2 Nights



Our Featured Product



Ecuador – Basic Information

Tour Highlights, Inclusions and Exclusion

Day 1 to 7 – Brief Narration of “Quito & Galápagos 

Adventure” Tour + 5 Days of Peru Extension

Synopsis of Indus Travel 

How to Book & General Info

Passport, Visa, Health, Currency, Weather Info

Question & answers

Topics Presented



To present information on “Quito & Galápagos Adventure 
with Peru Extension” trip so that the patrons learn its 
features, know the facts and book a fascinating tour

Objective



•Spot Giant Tortoises, endemic to the 
Galapagos, in their natural habitat on 
Santa Cruz Island 

•Discover the exotic wildlife of Las 
Tintoreras Islet, such as Galapagos 
Penguins and Sally Lightfoot Crabs

•Snorkel among fascinating marine life 
in Isabela, the largest island in the 
Galapagos

•Explore the Flamingo’s Lagoon, the 
largest coastal lagoon in the Galapagos

•Visit Quito, the oldest capital in South 
America and second-highest capital city 
in the world

•Visit Machu Pichu

This Photo by Unknown Author is license under CC BY-SA

Highlights



Inclusion
• International round-trip airfare from 
San Diego
• Domestic flights to/from Galapagos 
Islands 
• 6 Nights’ accommodation on a 
double occupancy basis at superior 
hotels 
• 12 inclusive meals as follows:
 oDaily buffet breakfast at the 

hotel
 o3 lunches & 3 dinners at local 

restaurant in Galapagos 
• All Arrival and departure airport 

transfers 
• All Transportation in AC modern 
vehicles 
• Services of English-speaking guide 
during the tours 
• All sightseeing as per the detailed 
itinerary 
• All entrance fees as per the detailed 
itinerary 
• All air taxes, fuel surcharges & local 

applicable taxes – EXCEPT (next 
slide)



Exclusion

 Items of personal nature, tips, and gratuities 
 Baggage fees may apply and vary by carrier 
 Travel Insurance
 Optional Tours 
 Any other items not mentioned as included

ECUADOR SPECIFIC
 Isabella Island Entrance Fee ($10 USD pp – already paid by us)
 Galapagos National Park entrance fee ($200 pp – paid upon 

arrival at the airport in Galapagos) 
 Transit Control Card ($20 pp – paid at Quito airport before 

the check in with the airline) 



Important Facts - Quito

 High Altitude: Quito, at 2,850m (9,350ft), is a high-altitude capital; hydrate 
to avoid sickness.

 Historic Center: UNESCO-listed colonial area with churches, plazas, and 
cobblestone streets.

 Mitad del Mundo: Monument on the equator; stand in both hemispheres, 
visit Intiñan Museum.

 TelefériQo: Cable car up Pichincha Volcano for stunning Andes views at 
4,100m (13,450ft).

 Local Cuisine: Try locro de papa, ceviche, empanadas at Mercado Central 
or La Mariscal.



Important Facts – Galapagos

 Unique Wildlife: Home to endemic species like giant tortoises, marine 
iguanas, and blue-footed boobies, best seen on guided tours.

 Protected Ecosystem: A UNESCO World Heritage Site and national 
park, with strict regulations to preserve its biodiversity.

 Volcanic Islands: Over 13 main islands, including Isabela and Santa 
Cruz, formed by volcanic activity, offering dramatic landscapes



The Flight - Day 1 & Day 7

Sample Flights

AA2535 02SEP  SANDFW  0615 1135 
AA1167 02SEP  DFWMIA   1430 1825
AA2259 02SEP  MIAUIO    2040 2355
* ** * * * *
LA1413  03SEP UIOGPS  1028 1300
LA1382  05SEP GPSUIO  1335 1631

* ** * * * *
AA 932  08SEP  UIOMIA    0609 1129
AA1802 08SEP  MIASAN  1935 2148

a Direct Flight from SAN to Quito would have taken 9.5 hrs.
Flights will be fixed when sufficient bookings come – standard full-service airline



Pittsburgh Airport 

Quito Airport

Quito Airport

The Tour  - Day 1
SAN DIEGO – QUITO (Arrival)



Hampton By Hilton Quito La Carolina Park- Quito
DAY 1, 5 & 6



Baltra Island Giant Tortoises 

Puerto Ayora 

The Tour  - Day 2
QUITO – GALAPAGOS 

ISLAND



Hotel Silberstein – Santa Cruz
DAY 2 & 4



Isabela Island

Tintoreras Islet

The Tour  - Day 3
GALAPAGOS ISLAND 

(Isabela)



Hotel Casa Marita– Isabella
DAY 3



Isamar Hotel – Isabela
DAY 3



Flamingo’s Lagoon

Tortoise Breeding Center

Santa Cruz Island

The Tour  - Day 4
GALAPAGOS ISLAND 
(Isabela – Santa Cruz)



Giant Mantarays“Los Tuneles” 

Optional Tour  -
Day 4

The Tunnels
$199 p/p



The Tour - Day 5
GALAPAGOS 

ISLAND - QUITO



Penecillo Hill 

Plaza de la Independencia

Cathedral

QUITO

The Tour  - Day 6
QUITO



Inti-Nan Solar Museum

Inti-Nan Solar Museum Inti-Nan Solar Museum

Optional Tour  -
Day 6

MIDDLE OF THE WORLD 
TOUR

$90 p/p



Quito Airport

Pittsburgh Airport

The Tour  - Day 7
QUITO – SAN DIEGO

AA 932  08SEP  UIOMIA    0609 1129
AA1802 08SEP  MIASAN  1935 2148



Inclusion
• Regional flight:
 Quito to Cusco

• Domestic flight:
 Cusco - Lima

• 4 Nights’ accommodation on 
double occupancy basis at listed 
superior or similar hotels
• Daily buffet breakfast at the 
hotel
• Arrival & departure airport 
transfer

• All Transportation in AC 
modern vehicles 
• Services of English-speaking 
guide during the tours 
• All sightseeing as per the 
detailed itinerary 
• All entrance fees as per the 
detailed itinerary 
• All air taxes, fuel surcharges & 

local applicable taxes

Minimum 10 Persons Required

Optional 5 Day Extension Tour – Glimpse of Peru $1999 p/p



Optional 5 Day Extension Tour – Glimpse of Peru
Cusco Airport Andes Mountains

Cusco

The Tour  - Day 1 (7)
QUITO – LIMA – CUSCO

Minimum 10 Persons Required to Operate



Sample / Tentative Flights

LA2383  08SEP UIOLIM  1215 1430 
LA2276  08SEP LIMCUZ 1630 1755

* * * * * *
LA2008  10SEP CUZLIM  1100 1225

The Tour  - Day 7 to 11
QUITO – LIMA – CUSCO – LIMA - PITSSBURGH



Hotel San Agustin Plaza - Cusco
DAY 1 & 2 (7 & 8)



Sonesta Hotel – Cusco
DAY 1 & 2 (7 & 8)



Ollanta Rail Station 

Sacred Valley 

Aguas Calientes

Machu Picchu 

Optional: Upgrade to Vistadome Train Service

The Tour  - Day 2 (8)
CUSCO – MACHU PICCHU -

CUSCO



The Tour  - Day 3 (9)
CUSCO – LIMA



Crowne Plaza - Lima
DAY 3 & 4 (9 & 10)



Larco Museum 

Peruvian pots

Dining Room 

Optional Tour  - Day 3 (9)
EXPERIENCE LIMA

An Evening at the Larco Museum with 
Dinner: $150 p/p. Min 6 persons 



Main Square

Cathedral

City Hall

San Francisco Convent 
Casa Aliaga

The Tour  - Day 4 (10)
LIMA



Lima Airport 

The Tour  - Day 5 (11)
LIMA – SAN DIEGO

AA1558 12SEP LIMMIA    0655 1355
AA2982 12SEP MIAPHX  1738 1927
AA 559  12SEP PHXSAN  2020 2132



Local Currency

ITALY - Euros
• 1US$ = 0.84 Euros
• 1 Euro = 1.16$
(Exchange rates fluctuates)

ECUADOR – USD$

Ecuador’s currency is USD since 2000



May Average Weather
Venice/Rome 



Weather
September Average

September, the Galapagos Islands experience their Cool and Dry 
Season, offering comfortable temperatures between 67°F and 80°F (19-

27°C) – one of the driest months
SUN PROTECTION is Essential

Quito LimaCusco



Electricity/ Languages/ Time Difference/ Potable Water
Ecuador

Electricity/Voltage/Plug Type(s)
230 V / 50 Hz / plug types(s): C, F, L

Italy



Who is Indus Travel?

 Tour Group Company – Various group types

 Privately Owned Independent business – Quick decisions

 Expert advice from very knowledgeable team

 24 years in business - established in 2001

 Genuine industry recognized consumer protection

 A+ rating on BBB

 REVIEWS.io – 4.8 out of 5-Stars at Google partner independent review site:



Booking – Online Link
 Hold your booking today with $700 deposit & pay balance by*:

Book Online: https://www.indus.travel/tour/essence-of-italy-with-north-san-diego-business-chamber/

ITALY
*By: January 27, 2026

ECUADOR
*By: May 2, 2026



Booking – Online Linko See full details of the tour

o Create your login with password.

o Enter personal details. Name,

DOB, Passport etc.

o Pay $700 deposit & hold space

o Balance payment – Italy by Jan 27th

& Ecuador by May 2nd, 2026

o Dedicated consultant at our HO

o Italy - Nataliya – nataliya@indus.travel

- 866 978 2997 x 828

o Ecuador - Aditya – aditya@industravels.biz

- 866 978 2997 x 912



Passport, Visa & Insurance
Passports
MUST BE valid for at least six months from 
date of return

Visa
Not required for US Citizens

Travel Insurance
We recommended it – including Trip 
Interruption

Health Concerns
None
Covid is not eradicated from planet Earth.  But 
NO requirements

Other Tips/ Recommendations
Create a WhatsApp Group for FREE & easy 
communication while on the trip



Luggage
•Generally – One-piece 23kgs/ 50lb luggage and 1 
carry-on.

•Higher categories of seat selection may increase this 
allowance.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA



Question
&

Answers


